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required of those States but submission to the Constitu-
tion, and that they had made. Individuals were amenable
to the laws which they had violated, but I knew of nothing
which the States were to do as States, beyond acquiescence,
which they had already done.

The President assented, but asked whether, in the ex-
cited condition of the country and the party feeling which
prevailed, it would not be well to take some steps which
might be considered a compromise. Let the Rebel States
themselves make a tender. Some Constitutional Amend-
ment might be proposed which might be satisfactory and
could, perhaps, unite all. In order to more clearly indicate
his object, he wished to submit to me a paper which he
had. This he brought from the library, and, sitting down
together, he requested me to read it aloud.

It was a series of resolutions which the State of North
Carolina proposed to adopt, and a committee, he said, was
waiting to get from him an expression in regard to them.
It was for this purpose he had sent for and desired to con-
sult with me. The document had been prepared with some
care, and there were interlineations in red ink which had
been made. I do not mention the details of this paper be-
cause the President said, after having my brief criticisms,
"To-morrow is Cabinet day, and likely the subject had
then better be discussed. Moreover, if adopted, they will
hereafter be published, altered and changed, perhaps, in
some features or details."

In one or two suggestions made by me, one seemed to
strike the President with force. A proposed Constitutional
Amendment declared in effect that no State should retire
from the Union and that the Union should be perpetuated.
I proposed to amend by saying that no State should volun-
tarily withdraw or be excluded from the Union, or deprived
of its constitutional right of representation, but that the
Union should be perpetual. This was the idea; as regards
the phraseology I was indifferent; but it seems to me, after
past and present experience, and with the centralizing